AUSTRIA, HUNGARY, POLAND AND Spain join European study
aiming at prophylaxis and treatment of PSEUDOMONAS aeruginosa
infections in CYSTIC FIBROSIS (CF) patients
Pseudomonas aeruginosa is the most significant bacterial pathogen associated with CF pulmonary
disease. Today a pseudomonas infection is treated by repeated courses of antibiotics with a negative
impact on life quality. The IMPACTT project aims at exploring a new way to prevent lung infection by
those pseudomonas bacteria as long as possible.
Why is it so important to fight and prevent Pseudomonas infection?
Although important progress has been made in the medical treatment and care of CF and life expectancy
has increased considerably, Cystic Fibrosis still is a chronic, debilitating medical condition. Airway infections
are one of the main reasons of deterioration in CF.
Due to the underlying genetic defect in CF, sticky mucus clogs the lungs. This leads to colonization of the
lungs with bacteria, chronic inflammation and lung infections. Pseudomonas aeruginosa (PA) is the most
significant bacterial pathogen associated with CF pulmonary disease. CF patients are particularly at risk of
pseudomonas infection due to the viscous mucus lining their airways and compromising their respiratory
function.
IgY - a new remedy to prevent Pseudomonas infection... made from eggs?
Today a pseudomonas infection is treated by repeated courses of antibiotics, either inhaled, as pills or
intravenously, which has a negative effect on life quality. The IMPACTT project aims at exploring a new way
to prevent lung infection by those pseudomonas bacteria.
Research of the past years developed an antibody against Pseudomonas bacteria, called IgY, which is
produced from egg yolk. This anti-Pseudomonas IgY is prepared by vaccinating hens with Pseudomonas
aeruginosa bacteria. The vaccinated hens produce antibodies against PA that are transferred to the egg
yolk in high concentration. Anti-Pseudomonas IgY is then extracted from the egg yolk and put into a liquid
medical product. This product only contains a water extract from egg yolk without any other additives.
Patients are asked to gargle this liquid product every night. This is expected to form a barrier in their throat
and thus prevent that pseudomonas descends from the patient’s nose and throat into the lungs. Past
studies with small numbers of patients indicated that IgY may have a potential to form such a “barrier” and
showed that the risk for adverse events was rather low.
The European Medicines Agency granted "Anti-pseudomonas IgY" an Orphan Drug Designation.

The IMPACTT clinical phase III trial now started in Austria, Hungary, Poland and Spain
The IMPACTT project implements a prospective randomized, placebo-controlled, double blind, multicenter
study to evaluate clinical efficacy and safety of the IgY anti-Pseudomonas antibodies in prevention of
recurrence of Pseudomonas aeruginosa infection in cystic fibrosis patients. Currently more than 100
patients are enrolled in the study and more than 40 clinics in 9 countries are collaborating. We hope that
very soon patients from Austria, Hungary, Poland and Spain will enroll as well. By participating in this study
you can contribute to finding new ways to prevent pseudomonas infections, which will hopefully lead to
better health outcomes and life expectancy for people with CF all around the world.
This study is still recruiting patients. For more information, please contact Jutta Bend, jbend@muko.info.

The IMPACTT Project
The European Research project started on January 1st 2011 as a collaboration between ten partners from
around Europe. More countries have joined in since then Ireland could join the clinical Study in 2013,
thanks to a Swedish grant, and we hope the IMPACTT project will be able to welcome more countries in the
near future. Researchers, patient organizations, clinicians and industry joined forces to test a solution to
prevent PA infections in CF patient lungs. Another important objective is to explore ways of meaningfully
involving patients and family members into clinical CF research.
IMPACTT is supported by the European Union 7th Framework Programme.
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IMPACTT Project overall management
IMPACTT is supported by the European Union Seventh Framework Programme.
Project Management and clinical trial contacts are given below:

Professor Anders Larsson
IMPACTT Project Coordinator:
Akademiska sjukhuset
751 85 UPPSALA
Phone: +46 18 611-4271
Fax: +46 18 552562
Email: anders.larsson@akademiska.se
(Clinical Trial, and IMPACTT Project information)
Dr Audrey Niemann-Jönsson
Co-coordinator , IMPACTT Project Coordination Office
Mobile: +46 735 425135
Email: Audrey@medgate.se
(IMPACTT Project information)
CLINICAL: Clinical Trial Sponsor
WP2 (Clinical infrastructure and Clinical Trial Conduct) Contacts

Mukoviszidose Institut (MI)
Mukoviszidose Institut
gemeinnützige Gesellschaft für Forschung und Therapieentwicklung mbH
In den Dauen 6
53117 Bonn
Dr Jutta Bend
Managing Director, WP2 leader and Global Project Manager PsAer-IgY (GPM)
Marguerite Honer
GPM designee
Dorothea Bremer
Global Project Coordinator PsAer-IgY
Phone: +49 228 98780-47
Fax: +49 228 98780-77
Email: impactt@muko.info
www.cf-germany.org

CF Europe: Patient Representation (and Questionnaire) & Dissemination
WP7 (Dissemination and Exploitation) Contacts
Karleen De Rijcke
CF Europe
president
Belgian CF Association
J. Borlélaan 12
1160 Brussels
Belgium
Phone: +32 2 6633904
Fax: +32 2 6755899
Email: karleen@muco.be
www.muco.be
www.cfeurope.org
Birgit Dembski
CFE - Fachbereichsleiterin Gesundheitspolitik
Mukoviszidose e.V.
In den Dauen 6
53117 Bonn
Phone:
+49 228 98780-0
+49 391 40823256
Fax: +49 228 98780-77
Email: BDembski@muko.info
www.muko.info

